First wagon train of the pioneer company to enter the Salt Lake Valley, July 22, 1847 
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GRANDMOTHER'S COOKSTOVE 


grdmother’s cookstove stood in the corner. 
eside it the woodbox was piled with pine 
‘knots. 
long kitchen window looked over ihe 
meadows, 
here Grandmother stood, scrubbing worn 
copper pots. 


handmade pine table that stood by the 
window ° 
Vas washed till it shone like the clean 
kitchen floor. 
wtiums bloomed on a shelf, and the fra- 
grance 
! spices and fresh bread seeped under the . 
door, ` 


udmother’s cookstove was trimmed with 
bright nickel. 

ie painted the lids, and she brushed it at 
night 

a wide turkey wing that she kept for 
iat purpose. 

i the table nearby burned a kerosene light, 


‘ut cookies she baked there! What good 
buckwheat pancakes! 

shat gingerbread men for the children who 
Jame 

ire in the knowledge that Grandmother's 
cookstove, 
se Grandmothers heart, held a warm 
steady flame! 

ANNE CAMPBELL 
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DEPICTS HISTORIC TRAIL’S LAST 36 MILE 


Connecting highways, canyons and mountains in | prising the last 36 miles of the Old Mormon Trail 
and around the This Is the Place state park, com- | are shown in this relief map of the entire area, 
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DEPICTS HISTORIC TRAIL’S LAST 36 MILES 


Connecting highways, canyons and mountains in | prising the last 36 miles of the Old Mormon Trail 
and around the This Is the Place state park, com- | are shown in this relief map of the entire area. 


First in the West: 


EARLY EXPLORERS 
PAVED WAY TO UTAH 


People throughout the world | missionaries began their work 
watch, wait and listen to the |among the Indians of the south- 
radio as a converted bomber | west. Such devout men as Fray 
owner by a man named Reyn- | Marcos who explored and did 
olds, circles the globe in an ef- | missionary work in New Mexico 
fort to establish a world rec-jand Arizona even before the 
ord. Then the final hours and | coming of the Pilgrims, have left 
the plane lands, the record is|much as a heritage for those 
broken and another event be-| who followed their trails, 
comes history. `, $ 

But, there were many years of Spanish missionaries, Fray Fran- 
struggle and much to be learned | cisco Atanasio Dominguez and 
before such an event could take | Fray Silvestre Velez de Es- 
place, So it was with the settle- | calante in 1776. In seeking a 
ment of the West. The pioneers | route from Santa Fe, N. M., to 
came to Salt Lake Valley, July | Monterey in southern Calif., they 
24, 1847, but there was much | traversed Utah from Vernal and 
done in, this area prior to that |the Green River a little below 
time. the Dinosaur Quarry to’ Utah 

Lake and the valley of the Vir- 
Surveyed Area > gin, Rir They never recorded 
seeing Great Salt Lake, but re- 
hua Gai oa entloned ferred to it several times in the 
first man to survey the Great 


journal of their travels. 

Salt Lake for the U. Sh povem- De Smet Meets Pioneers 
ment. He also surveye s ‘ ` 
of square miles of the surround- | Father Pierre Jean De Smet, 
ing territory, but there were oth. |a Catholic priest, met the pio- 
ers whose knowledge of the | neers on their westward trip. He 
Rocky Mountains painted a color- | Was able to give Brigham Young 
ful picture of a rocky wilderness. much valua S Information.hav. 

As early as: 1990 the. Catholic Some claims have been made 
that Cardinas came north into 
Utah in 1540, but more claims 
are. to the contrary, though he 
did much traveling through New 
Mexico and Colorado. 


Trappers in Area 


Other names that will be re- 
membered because of the dili- 


the West are William Ashley 
and Maj, Andrew Henry, organ- 
izers of the Rocky Mountain Fur 


Sublette, David E. Jackson, Rob- 
ert Campbell, Etienne Provot and 
Thomas Fitzpatrick: were bold 
men who braved many dangers 
in order to learn more about the 
wilderness and to establish Ash- 
ley’s Fort and the city of Provo. 

Then there were other trap- 
pers and traders, Jim Bridger, 

enjamin Bonneville, Kit Car- 
son, John Colter and the Lewis 
and Clark expedition members. 
Their work was for the govern- 
ment, but their course was their 
own. 


First Settlers 


In Ogden, Miles Goodyear set- 
{| tled in the Wasatch Mountains 

under a permit from the Mexi- 
can government. He was a mem- 
ber s the Marcus Phhig 
group in his younger s. Then 
we can’t forget Langsford Hast- 
ings and the George Donner- 
James Reed company of pio- 
neers, There are many whose lit- 
fe has contributed much to mil- 

ons, 2 

To the Spanish goes the credit 
for being the first outsiders to 
travel among the Indians of the 
Utah: area, but the first men to 
learn of the Rocky Mountains 
will be listed with such names 
as’ Fremont, Ashléy, De Smet, 
Bridger, Osborne Russell, Jim 
Barker, Bonneville, Nathaniel J. 
Wyeth, Goodyear. and others, 


Then there were two other | 


gent work of their. bearers in |- 


Co. Their companions, Jedediah |: 
S. Smith, William and Milton 


Teee 


In order to give an accurate ac- 
count of the details surrounding 
the arrival of the Pioneers in the 
Valley, and their first acts after 
arrival, a day by day account of 
these events will now be given, 

Wednesday, July 21 — Orson 
Pratt's adyance company resuming 
their journey, traveled two and a 
half miles and ascended a moun- 
tain (Little Mountain) one and a 
haif miles; then descended upon 
the west side one mile and came 
upon a swift running creek which 
they ‘called Last Creek now Emi- 
gration Creek, and halted for noon. 

Erastus Snow, traveling with 
the main company, proceeded in 
advance of his company (the main 
company) down Last Creek, to 
Pratts camp, where he joined 

. company with Orson Pratt and the 
two men then leaving the Pratt 

. camp ascended a hill at the mouth 
of the canyon from the top of 
which abroad valley opened to 
their view. They judged it to be 
20 miles wide and 30 miles long, 
and at the north end of it the 
proad waters of the Great Salt 
‘Lake glistened in the sun beams. 
‘After issuing from the mountains, 
among which they had been shut 
up for many days, and beholding 
in a moment such extensive scen- 
ery: opening before them, they 
could not refrain from a shout of 
joy, They immediately descended 
gradually into the lower parts of 
the valley, and although they had 
put one horse between them, they 
made a circuit of about twelve 
miles before they left the valley to 
return to the Pratt camp, which 
they found 1% miles up the can- 
yon, and about 3 miles in advance 
of their noon halt. The two pi- 
oneers arrived in the camp at nine 
o'clock in the evening. 

The main body of the Pioneers, 
camped that night about 1 % miles 


up Emigration Creek from the 
Pratt camp. This main part of 
the Pioneer company had left 


their camp at 6:30 o'clock a,m. 
and crossed What was afterwards 
known as Big Mountain, After 
traveling four and one half miles 
from the top of said mountain 
they came to a good spring of cold 
water (now known as Birch 
Spring), where there was plenty 
of grass and a good place to camp. 
The teams of the company had 
been in the harness about ten 
hours without eating, and some ot 
the brethren desired to camp by 
the spring, while others wished to 
go further, and so, the journey 
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eled fourteen miles in thirteen 
hours. Orson Pratt's company 
camped about a mile and a half 
ahead of them that night. 

President Young’s rear, company 
laid over for the day in conse- 
quence of the sick. 


Thursday, July 22,—Orson Pratt 
and George ‘Albert Smith, 


panied by seven others, rode into 
the valley to explore, 
camps to follow ‘and work on the 
road which at this point required 
considerable labor, for they had 
found that the canyon at the en- 
trance to the valley was covered 
by thick timber and underbrush, 
put by some gpading and digging 
it could be made far more prefer- 
able than the route over & steep 
hill on the left. The brethren, 
starting out in advance, left a writ- 
ten note to that effect, and passed 


on. After going down into the 
yalley about five miles, they turn- 
ed their course to the northwest 


toward the Salt Lake. For three 
or four miles north they found the 
soil of a most excellent quality. 
Streams from the mountains and 
springs were very abundant, the 
water excellent, and generally with 
gravel bottoms. A great variety of 
green grass, and very luxuriant, 
covered the bottoms for miles 
whare the soil was sufficiently 
damp, but in other places, although 
the soil was good, yet the grass had 
nearly dried up for want of mois- 
ture. They found the drier places 
swarming with very large crickets, 
about the size of a man’s thumb. 
This valley was surrounded with 
mountains, except on the north, 
the tops of some of the highest 
being covered with snow. Every 
one or two miles streams entered 
into the valley from the mountains 
on the east, some of which were 
sufficiently large to run mills and 
other machinery. As the brethren! 
proceeded towards the Salt Lake, 
the soil began to assume a more 
sterile appearance, being probably 
at some seasons of the year over- 
flowed with water. They found as 
they proceeded on, great numbers 
of warm and hot springs issuing 
from near the base of the moun- 
tains. These springs were highly 
impregnated with salt and sulphur; 
the temperature of some was near- 
ly raised to the boiling point, They 
traveled about 15 miles after en- 
tering the valley. They returned 
and found their wagons encamped 
n the valley (in Mill Creek) about 
5 1-4 miles from where they had 
ieft the canyon. j 


The main pioneer company broke 
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a road through the thickly set tim- 
ber and heavy brushwood. It, was 
reported that they had spent six- 
teen days in making a road through 
from the Weber river, a distance of 
35 miles. It had taken the main 
pioneer company over three days 
to travel that distance, as they also 
had to spend many hours in im- 
proving the road. After traveling 
down Emigration Creek, they found 
tha road crossing the creek again 
to the south side and then ascend- 
ing a very steep hill—so very steep 
that it was almost impossible for 
heavy wagons to ascend, and so 
narrow that the least accident 
might precipitate a wagon down ^ 
pank of three or four hundred feet, 
in which case it certainly would be 
dashed to pieces. To avoid this very 
dangerous place the brethren set to 
work making. a new road down the 
canyon along the creek, which took 
them about four hours, after which 
they resumed their journey, and 
soon emerged into the open valley, 
after which they traveled five and 
a half miles further, crossed Red 
Butte, Emigration and Big Canyon 
creeks, and encamped for the night 
on Mill Creek, about three miles 
southwest of the present center of 
Salt Lake City. Day's journey, 7 1-4 
miles, 

President Young’s rear company 
again resumed the journey, trav- 
eled a few miles and camped in 
East Canyon, 
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:and to otherwise prepare for 
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BY ANDREW JENSON, 


(Assistant Church Historian.). 

Celebrations may come and cel- 
wbrations may go, but the most 
fervent celebration of the arrival 
of the Pioneers in the valley of 
the Great Salt Lake, was that held 
by the Pioneers themselves on the 
Very day of arrival. 

It was one of the happiest days 
jn the history of the Church, when 
tho weary emigrants shouted 
“Whoa” and their trayel-worn 
oxen halted their heavy burdens 
at the journey’s end. 

On this fateful 
1847—while Pàesident Brigham 
Young, the leader of the company, 
was yet one, day's journey from 
the valley, having been delayed by 
jliness, the happy travelers gath- 
ered together on what are now the 
City and County building grounds, 
and expressed their thanks to a 


mercifu! Providence, who had 
guided them safely here, 

It: was a day of unmeasured 
gratitude, as expressed by the 


poet, be 


“Ah,! marvel nothing if the eye 
may trace, 
The care lines on each toll-worn 
hero's face, 
Nor ‘yet, if down their cheeks in 
silent show, 
The trickling tides of tender feel- 
ings flow; 
Could c'en the stoutest heart for- 
bear to. say 
Good cause had gratitude to weep 
that day 
Or censure for a flow of manly 
tear: 
That brave souled band—immortal 
Pioneers.” 


‘As they assembled on that sun- 
scorched camp ground that historic 
day, with the temperature at 96 
degrees, a prayer of thanksgiving 
on behalf of the entire company 
was offered by Elder Orson Pratt. 
Expressing appreciation to heaven 
for their preservation during the 
journey from the Missouri river, he 
prayed that their efforts at coloni- 
zation here would be prospered 
from on high. Then ho dedicated 
the camp and. the entire land to 
God. 

The pioneers were then ad- 
dressed by Elders Willard Rich- 
ards and Orson Pratt, after which 
various committecs were appoint- 
ed to direct the planting of crops 
Fe. 
permanent settlement. 
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the following day—July 24—when 
President Young and those who 
had remained with him, entered 
the valley. As they reached the 
mouth of the canyon taey were met 
by Elders Johr Pack and Joseph 
Matthews from the advance canips, 
who reported that the entira valley 
had been explored and that a place 
in which to pegin farming had been 
chosen, 

In writing of his entrance to the 
valley with President Young, Wii- 
ford Woodruff says: 

“This is one of the most impor- 


day—July__ 23. tant days of my life, and in the 


history of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. After 
traveling six miles through a deep 
ravine ending with the canyon, we 
came in full view of the valley of 
the Great Salt Lake; the land ot 
promise, held in reserve by God, 
as a, resting place. for his Saints. 
“We gazed in wonder and ad- 
miration upon the vast valley be- 
fore us, ‘with the waters of the 
Great Salt Leke glistening in the 
sun, mountains towering to the 
skies, and streams of pure water 
running through the beautiful val- 
ley. It was the grandest scene that 
we had ever beheld till this mo- 
ment, Pleasant thoughts ran 
not many years hence, the house of 
God would be established in the 
mountains and exalted above the 
hills; while the valleys would be 
converted into orchards, vineyards 
and fruitful fields, cities erected to 
the name of the Lord, and the 
standard of Zion unfurled for the 
gathering of nations. g 
“President Young expressed his 
entire satisfaction at the appear- 
ance of the valley as a resting place 
for the Saints, and felt amply re- 
paid for his journey. 


ing upon the scene before us, many 
things of the future concerning the 
vallèy were shown to him in a 
vision. 

“After gazing awhile upon this 
scenery, wo moved ‘four miles 
across the table land into the val- 
ley, to the encampment of our 
prethren who had arrived two days 
before.” 

Jt is not generally known, or 
at least not usually accepted as & 
fact, that the main party of the 
pioneers camped on Mill Creek 
the first night after their arrival 
in the valley July 22, but by ex- 

which 


plaining that Mill Creek, 
enters the valley several miles 
canth of  Emircration canyon 
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(through which the Pionee 
came) flowed first in a westers”, 
direction and upon reaching the 
lower floor of the valley turned 
to the northwest until it reached 
the Jordan river bottoms, it is seen 
how this is possible. It ran almost 
due north parallel with the Jordan 
river for several miles until — it 
finally emptied into the Jordan 
at a point not far south of what 
is now Thirteenth South street. 

It was near that point that the 
Pioneers on entering the valley 
saw trees growing, indicating a 
good sized stream of water, and 
so they made for that point and 
camped, 

This was quite natural because 
the explorers who had loft the 
camps in Emigration canyon that 
morning had not yet returned to 
report. 

When they did 50, however, 
they found it necessary orny the 
morning of the twenty-third to 
retrace their steps about one mile, 
and then turn abruptly northward 
until they reache d the south 
branch of City Creek on the bank 
of which the explorers had se- 
lected a site for a more perma- 
nent camp. This was somewhere 
due west of the present site of 
the City and County building. It 
was a short distance southeast 
from. this camp where the Plo- 
neers began plowing, planting and 
irrigating for crops. 


———S 


` 


1e Wilderness ~ 


the Dee; 
nanan teas then God gave 
This Land to Iiqustry. 


The old Tabernacle was built on Salt Lake City’s Temple Square in 1852. On the 
afternoon of March 18, 1855, Orson spoke in the old Tabernacle and reviewed 
the story of Joseph sold into Egypt. Note the willow and brush-covered bowery 


to the right of the Tabernacle. This was used for overflow crowds 
Church archives) 


(Courtesy of 


i | 
|As the Salt Lake valley appeared in 1847. (From H. L. A. Culmer’s drawing, taken from the spot where the! 
pioneers emerged from Emigration canyon.) 


= What the Fioneers saw as ih 


Arrived in The Salt Lake Valey 
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Sait Lake Valiey — On September 21, 1852, the Orson Hyde family and pioneer 
company entered the valley. (Courtesy of LaMar C. Berrett) 
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Pioneers Entering Salt Lake Valley, 1847 
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with earth. They slanted inward, and the doors and 
windows faced the interior. Each house had a small 
loop-hole looking out. In most of them the bare 
ground served as a floor. Heavy gates, carefully 
locked at night, guarded the main entrance to the 
fort. 


Two additional blocks, or parts of blocks, on the 
south, were enclosed in like manner, and joined on to 
the original stockade: This extension was built by 
the immigrants who followed the Pioneers from Win- 
ter Quarters, and began to arrive in Salt Lake Valley 


? 
SOUTH FORTS 
Tue Orp Fort, 


during the latter part of September. There were four 
large companies of them, numbering in the aggregate 
fifteen hundred souls. Several pieces of artillery 
were brought in this immigration. 


Life in the “Old Fort” had many discomforts. The 
fore part of the first winter was mild and open, but 
as the season advanced heavy snows fell, melted. 
and soaked through the dirt and willow roofs upon 
the heads of the miserable inmates. Swarms of ver- 
min—mice and bugs—infested the fort. The bugs 
came in the green timber from the mountains. The 
mice were also native, though some may have been 
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brought in the grain wagons of the immigrants. 
Large white wolves howled around the stockade and 
attacked the cattle on the range. And yet, in spite 
of these annoyances, more than one happy gathering, 
more than one joyful celebration, was beld within 
those rude walls. Two 
little schools were 
taught there.” 

The first house out- 
side the fort was a log 
cabin built by Lorenzo 
D. Young, in the au- 
tumn of 1847. [t stood 
where the Bee-live 
House now stands. 
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THE PIONEERS ENTERING THE SALT Lake VALLEY, JULY 24, 1847 
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erals to the war. They were Richard W. Young, Frank 
T. Hines, William E. Cole, and Briant H. Wells. 

Recently Utah sent thousands of her young men and 
millions of dollars, as well as many nurses, to contribute 
her share to the Second World War. No better soldiers 
can be found than the youth of our State. They are 
healthy, alert, keen, and vigorous, and love democracy 
and their country. 


THE Seco Liry, Uran’s Strate FLOWER 


UTAH STATE GOVERNMENT 
Utah’s government, patterned after that of the 
United States, is divided into three departments, namely 
legislative, executive, and judicial. 


